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Das Taufsymbolum der alten Kirche nach Ursprung und 
Entwicklung. Von Dr. Bernhard Dorholt, Privatdocent 
an der Akademie zu Miinster. Erster Teil : Geschichte der 
Symbolforschung. Paderborn : Druck und Verlag von Ferdi- 
nand Schoningh, 1898. Pp. viii-f- 161. M. 3. 

In symbolics there is no more interesting document than that 
creed of uncertain origin and many names : the symbolum, the symbo- 
lum minus, the symbolum apostolicum, or apostolorum, the apostolicum, 
and, at least in western Christendom, the Taufsymbolum. Upon this 
creed Dr. Dorholt, whose Catholic orthodoxy is beyond suspicion, is 
preparing a work. The first part is before us. It is a " History of 
Creed-Research," a descriptive catalogue of those writings which have 
discussed the apostles' creed. A larger and more important part, con- 
taining "A History of the Creed" itself, is to follow. 

The moderation which characterizes the work is seen in the title, 
where for the apparently question-begging term " apostles' creed " is 
substituted the less assumptive " Taufsymbolum." Yet even by this 
considerate selection titular neutrality is not attained, for there are 
many who would deny that the Romish "Taufsymbolum" was that 
"der alten Kirche." 1 

The period covered by this book does not extend farther back 
than the Italian Renaissance. The creed, though called " apostles'," 
had an interval of seven centuries between its eponymi and its first 
extant appearance. That appearance it made in the pages of one 
Pirmin, a monk good at the trowel, but poor at the pen. It was 
declared by him to be a collaboration of the apostles and therefore 
called "symbolum." His story was for a further seven hundred years 
so firmly accepted that even the greatest schoolman dared not hint 
hesitancy of faith by a stronger qualificatory clause than sicut tradunt 
auctores. Then came Valla. Among the many opinions which he 
attacked was this Pirminian story. In the shock of his assault began 
that credal literature to which this book is devoted. 

Our author classifies his material under three periods. His first, 
that of Anbahnung or " preparation," extends from Valla (about 1450) 
to Vossius and Usher (about 1650). It gave us pleasure to see the 
notice bestowed upon the often overlooked Bishop Reynold Pecock. 
Perhaps, as Dr. Dorholt says, his influence in the creed controversy 

1 [See on the apostles' creed the article by Professor George H. Gilbert in the 
Biblical World, September, 1898, pp. 153-61, entitled, "The Apostles' Creed Revised 
by the Teaching of Jesus." — The Editors.] 
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died with him. Yet his Donet and Repressor, written in the people's 
tongue, became a part of that ante-Reformation literature of England 
which did so much to make the movement in that country "broad- 
based upon a people's will." We were impressed with our author's 
attitude to the Catechismus Romanus ex Decreto Concilii Tridentini. 
This document teaches Rutin's and Pirmin's legend concerning the 
apostolic manufacture of the creed. We need not believe it on that 
account, says Dr. Dorholt, for no statement demands acceptance from 
being in the catechism. Its authority arises solely from "the sources 
of religious truth — Scripture, tradition, and ecclesiastical decisions. 
The creed-legend is not of apostolical tradition, and therefore does 
not belong to the content of Catholic faith." 

Our author with a too great complaisance designates his second 
period — from Vossius and Usher (about 1650) to Lessing (about 
1778) — as that of Wissenschaft. Wissenschaft forsooth! It was an 
age of library dwellers whose eyes, accustomed only to ancient tomes, 
were purblind to the clear light that shone outside of stained glass 
and cobwebbed clerstories — an age of giants in acquisition, but man- 
nikins in originality. Vossius at its outset presents the usual Protestant 
arguments against the historical apostolicity of the creed. He is 
replied to by an Augustinian and a Franciscan. Thus begins a sort 
of theological tennis play. It is well set forth in these pages. The 
same argumentative "balls" are served, the same logical rackets 
" receive " and " discharge " them. Usher makes an antiquarian find, 
and Du Pin, the Catholic, breaks the monotony a little by taking the 
Protestant side and drawing into the fray a Benedictine. But so 
tiresomely iterative becomes the controversy that Immanuel Walch, in 
his Antiquitates Symbolicce, though it lay within his scope, declines to 
engage in it ne nauseam — moveam. 

Lessing, in his Anti-Goeze controversy, presented the suggestion 
that the apostles' creed might be an after-expression of an oral regula 
fidei which existed in the church before the writings of the New Testa- 
ment. With this hint our author considers his third period — that of 
methodical research on a critical basis — to begin. He regards the 
Lessing hypothesis as its dominant influence. It molded thought in 
Germany. It influenced the Norwegian Caspari to his valuable 
researches. In England it made possible the works of Ffoulkes, 
Lumby, Swainson, and Hort. Our author holds that the creed ques- 
tion "will more strongly and loudly than ever demand a solution ;" 
but finds in the researches of Harnack, Kattenbusch, and Zahn, who 
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have placed the date of the "old Romish symbol" before the middle 
of the second century, a reason for hope. 

Dr. Dorholt has our thanks for an interesting and informing 
volume. The research is extensive and, we judge, accurate. The 
material is given with just enough fulness to convey each author's 
principal contention. While in itself the present work is thus valu- 
able, it will, we trust, be much more valuable when it becomes a part 
of that treatise upon the whole subject for which it has done much to 
make us desirous. RoBERT Kerr Eccles 

Bowling Green, O. 



Apologie du Christianisme. Par Aloys Berthoud, Professeur 
a l'ecole de theologie de l'oratoire, Geneve. Lausanne : 
Georges Bridel & C ie , 1898. Pp. x + 663. Fr. 10. 

This work, like Bovon's Dogmatique (reviewed in this Journal, 
Vol. I, pp. 1082 ff.), is a product of contemporary Swiss Protestantism, 
and exhibits much of the same breadth of spirit which characterized 
that. It is, however, unlike that work in being an almost pure product 
of French thinking. But little acquaintance with the course of Ger- 
man thought is manifested upon its pages, and scarcely a reference 
is made to any German writer. But the book is not to be condemned 
hastily for such a fact. It is not an ignorant or a careless book. It 
takes a broad range and discusses the subject thoroughly. It is thus a 
proof of the common diffusion of certain great bodies of thought, both 
in opposition to Christianity and in defense of it, which are found in 
every land and meet everyone who deals with religion either in a prac- 
tical or a theoretical way. 

The discussion is divided into three parts, the first treating of 
Christianity and the human soul, or the moral necessity of the Chris- 
tian fact ; the second, of Christianity and science, or the possibility of 
the Christian fact ; the third, of Christianity and history, or the reality 
of the Christian fact. This division makes it evident at once that the 
line of defense of Christianity is to follow the universal modern tend- 
ency among those who are now most successful at apologetics, and to 
emphasize the worth of Christianity in itself and its dignity as one of 
the great forces of the world. The treatment is full and good, with- 
out being striking or specially original. The style lacks the simplicity 
and directness in which the French generally excel, being somewhat 
involved, so as to render it difficult to get immediately at the thought 



